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N  O  T  I  C  E
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

CORPS OF ENGINEERS
(NATIONWIDE PERMIT & GENERAL WQC AUTHORIZATION)

PROJECT: McCracken County, Item No. 1-9002.00
Safety Improvements KY 1954

The Section 404 & 401 activities for this project have been previously permitted under the 

authority of the Department of the Army Nationwide Permit No. 14 “Linear Transportation 

Projects” & Division of Water General Water Quality Certification.  If there is need to cross the 

stream channel with heavy equipment or conduct work from within the stream channel a working 

platform or temporary crossing is authorized.  This should be constructed with clean rock and 

sufficient pipe to allow stream flow to continue unimpeded (see attached typical drawing).  In

order for these authorizations to be valid, the attached conditions must be followed.  The 

contractor shall post a copy of this Nationwide Permit & General WQC in a conspicuous 

location at the project site for the duration of construction and comply with the general 

conditions as required.

To more readily expedite construction, the contractor may elect to alter the design or perform the 

work in a manner different from what was originally proposed and specified.  Prior to

commencing such alternative work, the contractor shall obtain written permission from the 

Division of Construction and the Corps of Engineers.  A copy of any request to the Corps of 

Engineers to alter this proposal and subsequent responses shall be forwarded to the Division of 

Environmental Analysis, DA Permit Coordinator, for office records and for informational 

purposes.
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MATTHEW G. BEVIN CHARLES G. SNAVELY
GOVERNOR SECRETARY

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT CABINET
                         DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION                   R. BRUCE SCOTT

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      COMMISSIONER

300 SOWER BOULEVARD
FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY 40601

KentuckyUnbridledSpirit.com An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D

General Certification--Nationwide Permit # 14
Linear Transportation Projects

This General Certification is issued March 19, 2017, in conformity with the 
requirements of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act of 1977, as amended (33 U.S.C. 
§1341), as well as Kentucky Statute KRS 224.16-050.

For this and all nationwide permits, the definition of surface water is as per 401
KAR 10:001 Chapter 10, Section 1(80): Surface Waters means those waters having well-
defined banks and beds, either constantly or intermittently flowing; lakes and impounded 
waters; marshes and wetlands; and any subterranean waters flowing in well-defined 
channels and having a demonstrable hydrologic connection with the surface.  Lagoons 
used for waste treatment and effluent ditches that are situated on property owned, leased, 
or under valid easement by a permitted discharger are not considered to be surface 
waters of the commonwealth. 

Agricultural operations, as defined by KRS 224.71-100(1) conducting activities 
pursuant to KRS 224.71-100 (3), (4), (5), (6), or 10 are deemed to have certification if 
they are implementing an Agriculture Water Quality Plan pursuant to KRS 224.71-145.

For all other operations, the Commonwealth of Kentucky hereby certifies under 
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) that it has reasonable assurances that 
applicable water quality standards under Kentucky Administrative Regulations Title 401, 
Chapter 10, established pursuant to Sections 301, 302, 304, 306 and 307 of the CWA, 
will not be violated for the activity covered under NATIONWIDE PERMIT 14, namely 
Linear Transportation Projects, provided that the following conditions are met:

1. The activity will not occur within surface waters of the Commonwealth identified by 
the Kentucky Division of Water as Outstanding State or National Resource Water, 
Cold Water Aquatic Habitat, or Exceptional Waters. 

2. The activity will not occur within surface waters of the Commonwealth identified as 
perpetually-protected (e.g. deed restriction, conservation easement) mitigation 
sites. 

3. The activity will impact less than 1/2 acre of wetland/marsh.

-20--20-
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General Certification--Nationwide Permit # 14
Linear Transportation Projects
Page 2

4. The activity will impact less than 300 linear feet of surface waters of the 
Commonwealth.  Stream realignment greater than 100 feet and in-stream 
stormwater detention/retention basins are not covered under this general water 
quality certification.

5. For complete linear transportation projects, all impacts shall not exceed a 
cumulative length of 500 linear feet within each Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 14.

6. Any crossings must be constructed in a manner that does not impede natural water 
flow.

7. Stream impacts covered under this General Water Quality Certification and 
undertaken by those persons defined as an agricultural operation under the 
Agricultural Water Quality Act must be completed in compliance with the Kentucky 
Agricultural Water Quality Plan (KWQP). 

8. The Kentucky Division of Water may require submission of a formal application for 
an individual certification for any project if the project has been determined to likely 
have a significant adverse effect upon water quality or degrade the waters of the 
Commonwealth so that existing uses of the water body or downstream waters are 
precluded.

9. Activities that do not meet the conditions of this General Water Quality Certification 
require an Individual Section 401 Water Quality Certification.  

10.Activities qualifying for coverage under this General Water Quality Certification are 
subject to the following conditions:

Projects requiring in-stream stormwater detention/retention basins shall 
require individual water quality certifications.
Erosion and sedimentation pollution control plans and Best Management 
Practices must be designed, installed, and maintained in effective operating 
condition at all times during construction activities so that violations of state 
water quality standards do not occur (401 KAR 10:031 Section 2 and KRS 
224.70-100).
Sediment and erosion control measures, such as check-dams constructed 
of any material, silt fencing, hay bales, etc., shall not be placed within 
surface waters of the Commonwealth, either temporarily or permanently, 
without prior approval by the Kentucky Division of Water’s Water Quality 
Certification Section.  If placement of sediment and erosion control 
measures in surface waters is unavoidable, design and placement of 
temporary erosion control measures shall not be conducted in such a 
manner that may result in instability of streams that are adjacent to, 

-21--21-
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General Certification--Nationwide Permit # 14
Linear Transportation Projects
Page 3

upstream, or downstream of the structures.  All sediment and erosion 
control devices shall be removed and the natural grade restored within the 
completion timeline of the activities.   
Measures shall be taken to prevent or control spills of fuels, lubricants, or 
other toxic materials used in construction from entering the watercourse.
Removal of riparian vegetation in the utility line right-of-way shall be limited 
to that necessary for equipment access. 
To the maximum extent practicable, all in-stream work under this 
certification shall be performed under low-flow conditions. 
Heavy equipment, e.g. bulldozers, backhoes, draglines, etc., if required for 
this project, should not be used or operated within the stream channel.  In 
those instances in which such in-stream work is unavoidable, then it shall 
be performed in such a manner and duration as to minimize turbidity and 
disturbance to substrates and bank or riparian vegetation.  
Any fill shall be of such composition that it will not adversely affect the 
biological, chemical, or physical properties of the receiving waters and/or 
cause violations of water quality standards.  If rip-rap is utilized, it should be 
of such weight and size that bank stress or slump conditions will not be 
created because of its placement.
If there are water supply intakes located downstream that may be affected 
by increased turbidity and suspended solids, the permittee shall notify the 
operator when such work will be done.  
Should evidence of stream pollution or jurisdictional wetland impairment 
and/or violations of water quality standards occur as a result of this activity 
(either from a spill or other forms of water pollution), the KDOW shall be 
notified immediately by calling (800) 928-2380.

Non-compliance with the conditions of this general certification or violation of 
Kentucky state water quality standards may result in civil penalties.

-22--22-
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Terms for Nationwide Permit No. 14
Linear Transportation Projects

Activities required for crossings of waters of the United States associated with the
construction, expansion, modification, or improvement of linear transportation projects (e.g., 
roads, highways, railways, trails, airport runways, and taxiways) in waters of the United 
States. For linear transportation projects in non-tidal waters, the discharge cannot cause the
loss of greater than 1/2-acre of waters of the United States. For linear transportation projects 
in tidal waters, the discharge cannot cause the loss of greater than 1/3-acre of waters of the 
United States. Any stream channel modification, including bank stabilization, is limited to the 
minimum necessary to construct or protect the linear transportation project; such
modifications must be in the immediate vicinity of the project.

This NWP also authorizes temporary structures, fills, and work, including the use of 
temporary mats, necessary to construct the linear transportation project. Appropriate measures 
must be taken to maintain normal downstream flows and minimize flooding to the maximum
extent practicable, when temporary structures, work, and discharges, including cofferdams, 
are necessary for construction activities, access fills, or dewatering of construction sites. 
Temporary fills must consist of materials, and be placed in a manner, that will not be eroded 
by expected high flows. Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety and the affected 
areas returned to pre-construction elevations. The areas affected by temporary fills must be 
revegetated, as appropriate.

This NWP cannot be used to authorize non-linear features commonly associated with
transportation projects, such as vehicle maintenance or storage buildings, parking lots, train 
stations, or aircraft hangars.

Notification: The permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district
engineer prior to commencing the activity if: (1) the loss of waters of the United States
exceeds 1/10-acre; or (2) there is a discharge in a special aquatic site, including wetlands. 
(See general condition 32.) (Authorities: Sections 10 and 404)

Note 1: For linear transportation projects crossing a single waterbody more than one 
time at separate and distant locations, or multiple waterbodies at separate and distant
locations, each crossing is considered a single and complete project for purposes of NWP
authorization. Linear transportation projects must comply with 33 CFR 330.6(d).

Note 2: Some discharges for the construction of farm roads or forest roads, or
temporary roads for moving mining equipment, may qualify for an exemption under section 
404(f) of the Clean Water Act (see 33 CFR 323.4).

Note 3: For NWP 14 activities that require pre-construction notification, the PCN must
include any other NWP(s), regional general permit(s), or individual permit(s) used or intended
to be used to authorize any part of the proposed project or any related activity, including other
separate and distant crossings that require Department of the Army authorization but do not 
require pre-construction notification (see paragraph (b) of general condition 32). The district 
engineer will evaluate the PCN in accordance with Section D, “District Engineer’s Decision.” 
The district engineer may require mitigation to ensure that the authorized activity results in no
more than minimal individual and cumulative adverse environmental effects (see general
condition 23). 
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